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development in modern africa past and present perspectives contributes to our understanding of africa s experiences with the development process it
does so by adopting a historical and contemporary analysis of this experience the book is set within the context of critiques on development in africa
that have yielded two general categories of analysis skepticism and pessimism while not overlooking the shortcomings of development the themes in the
book express an optimistic view of africa s development experiences highlighting elements that can be tapped into to enhance the condition of african
populations and their states by using case studies from precolonial colonial and postcolonial africa contributors to the volume demonstrate that
human instincts to improve material social and spiritual words are universal they are not limited to the western world which the term and process of
development are typically associated with before and after contact with the west africans have actively created institutions and values that they
have actively employed to improve individual and community lives this innovative spirit has motivated africans to integrate or experiment with new
values and structures challenges and solutions to human welfare that resulted from contact with colonialism and the postcolonial global
community the book will be of interest to academics in the fields of history african studies and regional studies
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about the publication the law on education and educational practices in south africa would exhaust the capacity of any meaningful monograph
instead the authors of this book engage six discrete topics that refl ect the broader currents and conflicts in south african education debates a
school choice b school fees c the right to an adequate basic education d single medium public schools e school governing bodies and f independent
schools the book has two further aims first to move beyond the debates taking place separately in the education policy community and the legal
academy and to demonstrate how these disciplines working in concert with each other can advance our understanding of law and education in south
africa second to show that the anc s complex education agenda must mirror the egalitarian utilitarian democratic and communitarian commitments
found within the constitution how these competing political claims refl ected in our basic law play themselves out in the enabling education
legislation the case law and government education policy frames each topic assayed in this work about the editor stu woolman is the academic
director at the south africa institute for advanced constitutional public human rights and international law brahm fleisch is associate professor in
the division of education leadership and policy studies in wits school of education

twenty years of education transformation in gauteng 1994 to 2014 an independent review presents a collection of 15 important essays on different
aspects of education in gauteng since the advent of democracy in 1994 these essays talk to what a provincial education department does and how
and why it does these things whether it be about policy resourcing or implementing projects each essay is written by one or more specialist in the
relevant focus area the book is written to be accessible to the general reader as well as being informative and an essential resource for the specialist
reader it sheds light on aspects of how a provincial department operates and why and with what consequences certain decisions have been made in
education over the last 20 turbulent years both nationally and provincially there has been no attempt to fi t the books chapters into a particular
ideological or educational paradigm and as a result the reader will find differing views on various aspects of the gauteng department of educations
present and past we leave the reader to decide to what extent the gde has fulfilled its educational mandate over the last 20 years

this study outlines the difficulties poor communities face in accessing peri urban land in south africa that could have implications and lessons for
similar communities in other countries facing spatial segregation issues in search of land and housing in the new south africa focused on one community
composed largely of laid off farm workers that wanted to buy their own farm in a peri urban area west of johannesburg their dream was to establish
a mixed use settlement they wanted to call the village ethambalethu our hope about 250 families started their own association and savings scheme
to make their dream a reality by 1997 they had saved enough money to make their first purchase offer a decade later the community s dream is still not
a reality the families have faced numerous obstacles two cancelled sale agreements wrongful arrest being sued in court an out of court settlement
for which community members were paid to not move into the white neighborhood and large sums of their own money spent on consultants and
environmental impact studies in an agreement with the mogale city municipality where the land is located the community now has at least a confirmed
right to occupy the land but it does not yet legally own the land and is still trying to get permission to build on and work the land the case of
ethembalethu is not unique millions of black south africans live in peri urban areas yet government programs development planning and environmental
regulations and the current land and housing markets do not support realization of their aspirations to become homeowners on sites of their choice

under the aegis of the post apartheid government much emphasis has been placed on the transformation and democratisation of the heritage sector in
south africa since 1994 the emergent new landscape of memory relies heavily on commemorative monuments memorials and statues aimed at
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reconciliation nation building and the creation of a shared public history but not everyone identifies with these new symbolic markers and their
associated interpretation of the past drawing on a number of theoretical perspectives this book critically investigates the flourishing monument
phenomenon in south africa the political discourses that fuel it its impact on identity formation its potential benefits and most importantly its
ambivalences and contradictions

this book combines the results of the research activities in the assessment of water resources environment and an integrated water resource
monitoring program to support preservation efforts of the aquatic environment of the cradle of humankind coh world heritage sites a poor
understanding of the surface and groundwater resources of the coh property has precipitated often alarmist reporting in the media regarding the
negative impacts associated with various sources of poor quality water the most notable of these is the acid mine drainage threat to karst
ecosystems and fossil sites across the property these circumstances have generated wide and considerable concern for the preservation of the unesco
inscribed fossil sites and integrity of the water resources of the property
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